Infections of Intrathecal Baclofen Delivery Systems and Ventriculoperitoneal Shunting Systems: Clinical Series Discussion.
The physiological interaction between the intrathecal baclofen (ITB) delivery system and the ventriculoperitoneal (VP) shunting system in a patient who had both systems implanted has not been reported previously. The aim of our report is to evaluate the effect that one system's infection might have on the other. Records of children who were followed at our institution between 2004 and 2015 for management of their ITB systems were reviewed. In this group, children who had VP shunts were identified, and those who had any of their ITB or VP systems infected were included. Out of 313 children managed with ITB therapy at our institution, 31 (24%) children had VP shunts. Two patients had infection in both systems, and 3 patients had infection in 1 system. This report suggests that if aspiration from both systems showed positive cultures, the treatment would be removal of both systems. If the primarily not infected system does not show positive cultures, it does not need to be removed. Close follow-up is recommended, and any sign of infection or malfunction of the primarily not infected device should be approached with a high level of suspicion.